“Arcadia”, High Street

OS Grid ref: TR 35897 44821

The early eighteenth century
The first documented reference to this property is that of 8-9
December 1735 when members of the Finnis family sold it to
Henry WELLARD ‘the younger’. The FINNIS family consisted of
Mary FINNIS, William and Martha FINNIS, John and Elizabeth
FINNIS, John and Lucy SANDERS, and Sarah FINNIS. As there are
several people listed as vendors it is reasonable to assume that
they may have been the widow and children of a recently
deceased FINNIS senior; indeed, Mary may have been the
widow of the William FINNIS who was buried at St James,
Dover, 3 November 1735. The property was described as a
‘small parcel of land’ and made no mention of any buildings.

Henry Wellard and Richard Redman
On 29 April 1736 Henry WELLARD the younger agreed to sell a
‘ small piece or parcel of land measuring 11 ¼ perches and five feet more or less’ and Richard REDMAN made a down payment of five
shillings. The original document of this date suggests that REDMAN was already occupying this land at the time of the sale. The lease
was to be for a full year at the end of which was to be paid a peppercorn if so demanded. In practice, the lease and re-lease were
usually on consecutive days and were a common process of conveyancing freehold property between buyer and seller.
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At this time Henry WELLARD was married to a Susanna although the only record for a likely local marriage is to Ann EGERTON on 29 Jan
1715/16. Susanna may have been a second marriage: a Henry WELLARD married Susanna MATSON at Canterbury on 7 Oct 1724/1725
and an Ann WELLARD is recorded in the Canterbury burials in 1723. REDMAN may well have been WELLARD junior’s brother-in-law as
REDMAN had married a Mary MATSON, Susanna’s sister(?). Henry WELLARD junior was born 11 August 1695 at St Margaret’s at Cliffe
and was the son of Henry WELLARD senior, shoemaker of St Margaret’s at Cliffe. Henry junior pre-deceased his father and was buried
12 July 1742; his father was buried 3 June 1744. They were both buried in St Margaret’s’ at Cliffe.
Peter Burville, who carried out research on Arcadia in 2008, noted a similarity in the style of date plaques on Arcadia and the Hope Inn.
The plaque on the Hope Inn shows:
W
H

S
1736

It is tempting to surmise that this may refer to Henry and Susanna WELLARD and that the sale of property we now know as Arcadia
may have helped to fund the building of the Hope Inn!
On 30 April 1736 Richard REDMAN, ‘labourer’, completed the purchase of the land for £11 16s. The only information we have about it
at this time is that it was marked out by marker stones.
A plaque on the front wall of Arcadia shows:
R
R

M

S

R
1736
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This may record the date that REDMAN began building and the initials are those of his and his wife’s names i.e. REDMAN, Richard,
Mary; it is not clear what the S and R might represent, however.

An unpaid mortgage and Susanna Westfield
An assignment of mortgage dated 23 May 1752 reveals that, in 1749, Richard REDMAN was still the owner of the property but that he
took out a mortgage of £45 from Robert PIEARCE (sic), a mariner of Dover. The term of the mortgage was stated as 500 years at a
‘peppercorn’ rent.
Two and a half years later it seems that PIEARCE wanted the loan paid off so, at the request of Richard REDMAN, Susanna WESTFIELD
agreed to pay off the debt of £50 plus 10 shillings against security of the land and “newly erected buildings”. Thus, it appears that
Susanna WESTFIELD then held the mortgage. REDMAN did not pay off the debt and so the land and buildings at St Margaret’s at Cliffe
became the property of Susanna WESTFIELD or her estate.
It is interesting to see that the mortgage indenture was witnessed by Robert WESTFIELD who appears to have been a solicitor and, in
1792, mayor of Dover; at various times he had also been Clerk to the Commissioners for Lamplighting in Dover and Clerk to the
Turnpike Trustees. Susanna WESTFIELD née POWELL was his mother. It was not unusual for solicitors to advance money against
property in the days before building societies and banks offered mortgages.
A further indenture, a deed of covenant to levy a fine, dated 25 May 1752, was a five way (quinquepartite) agreement between
Richard FRANK of Folkestone, a butcher; Roger PILCHER , a yeoman of Folkestone and Hannah his wife; Richard REDMAN, SMAC, now
styled ‘yeoman’, and Mary his wife; Robert KENNET, a butcher of Dover; and Susanna WESTFIELD, widow of Dover. REDMAN still
appears to be the owner-occupier of the property in St Margaret’s at Cliffe.
It was agreed that within six months FRANK, PILCHER and wife, and REDMAN and wife, would be paid by Robert KENNETT for property
in Monins (?) Yard in Dover, land marked by mark stones and ‘newly erected buildings’ in St Margaret’s at Cliffe, and land in Wye which
included grazing and freshwater marshland. This ties in with KENNETT’S occupation as a butcher and grazier, as stated in his last will
and testament dated 4th November 1785 and proved 12th November 1801.
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However, subsequent documents seem to suggest that the mortgage was still not paid off and Susanna WESTFIELD continued to be
owed money. It is not clear what part was played by Robert KENNETT unless it was as a trustee on Susanna’s behalf as a single woman,
albeit widowed. Later documents show that the WESTFIELDs and the KENNETTs were related. Robert KENNETT made a will on 4 Nov
1785 (proved 1801) and this clearly shows connections between the two families and the circles in which they moved. As noted above,
Robert WESTFIELD was a solicitor and was mayor of Dover 1792-93. A Matthew KENNETT held the post in 1777 and 1791 (Robert
KENNETT’s brother?), Phineas KENNETT in 1805 and Robert HUNT in 1806 (the latter two appearing to be nephews of Robert
KENNETT). Another Matthew KENNETT was also mayor earlier in 1724 – he may have been Robert KENNETT’s father.

A complex property transaction and The Court of Common Pleas
With the transfer of the property seeming to have become rather complicated it seems the parties went to the Court of Common Pleas
to sort out the matter. A Final Agreement, also known as a Final Concord, dated about 11 June 1752, records the outcome. Such
documents are not necessarily that useful without accompanying contemporary documents and, as with this transaction, may not be
particularly clear about what property is at issue.
Despite being a court matter it does not necessarily mean that there was any serious dispute between the parties. This action was
sometimes used as a means of conveying (i.e. selling) property and the parties named may have already agreed their terms. The
plaintiff (or querent), Robert KENNETT, was the purchaser and the sellers (or deforciants) were Richard FRANK, Roger and Hannah
PILCHER, and Richard and Mary REDMAN. Final Accord documents often gave vague descriptions of the property and this one includes
land in Dover and Wye as well as “two messuages out stable and two gardens” which were presumably the property in St Margaret’s.
The price stated (£120) was also an estimation of the consideration or payment and may not reflect the actual price ultimately paid.

A Final Concord
The actual document was an indenture, a parchment on which the agreement was written out three times: for the seller, the buyer
and the court. The three parts were then cut using a wavy line (indenting) and also cutting across the word ‘Chirograph’ in several
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places. This was so that the documents could be matched and shown to be genuine copies of the final concord. The section reta ined
for the court records was known as the ‘foot of fines’ and when a final concord was executed it was ‘levied’ so ‘fines’ were always
‘levied’.
A final concord on its own may not provide much information; however, it is often
accompanied by other documents such as a Deed of Covenant to levy a fine, or documents
alluding to a mortgage etc. Dating of these documents can also be difficult as they used Saints’
days or legal terms. This document is estimated to have been written about the 11 th June 1752.
The Final Concord among the deeds for Arcadia is interesting as it gives a glimpse of the legal
process concerning property conveyancing and it also names all four of the justices sitting at
that time.
In 1752 there were three types of Court at Westminster: one dealt with tax disputes, another
with disputes involving the King, and lastly the court of Common Pleas which dealt with
disputes between common subjects. John WILLES was the Chief Justice of the Court of
Common Pleas from 1737 until his death in 1761. He was also an MP and a member of the
Privy Council.

Sir John Willes
There were also three serving judges named in the Final Concord:
 Thomas BURNETT. As a young man he was known for his debauchery and wit! Notwithstanding, he was appointed to the Court
of Common Pleas in 1741 and knighted in 1745; he was also a Fellow of the Royal Society. He died in 1753 of ‘gout in the
stomach’.
 Sir Nathaniel GUNDRY had been an MP, was a KC, and was appointed to the Court of Common Pleas in 1750. He died in 1754 of
gaol fever (typhus) at Launceston, Cornwall, whilst on circuit. He was described by some as ‘stiff and pretentious’.
5|P a ge

 Sir Thomas BIRCH was the third judge sitting at this time; he was in post from 1746 until his death of ‘mortification in his toes ’ in
1757.

Robert Westfield, gentleman of Dover
Susanna WESTFIELD died in February 1757 and the will was proved by her son and executor, Robert WESTFIELD. By the time of the
indenture dated 24 October 1757 the loan to Richard REDMAN was still owing to her estate and the debt then amounted to £61 1s.
This is a complicated indenture and suggests that the property was still actually in the occupation of Richard REDMAN.
On the 25-26 October 1757 Robert Westfield became the owner of the property as Redman not only owed Susanna over £61, but he
also owed Robert WESTFIELD a further £7 7s 2d. Despite being asked numerous times over the years to discharge his debts REDMAN
had been unable or unwilling to do so and hence ownership was finally transferred to Robert WESTFIELD, however, we do not know
whether REDMAN continued to live here as a paying tenant. Robert WESTFIELD clearly retained the property as an investment but we
do not know who his tenants were over the next 18 years.

Samuel Fisher, Customs Officer
On the 30 June 1775 Robert WESTFIELD sold the property to Samuel FISHER, a Customs Officer of St Margaret’s at Cliffe, for £50. The
conveyance states the area as ‘11-1/4 perches’ [about 350 square yards] ’and ‘five feet more or less as had lately been marked by mark
stones’; it also consisted of a ‘newly’ erected messuage although this is probably what was built in about 1736 and is just reiterating
the text of previous documents. Solicitors’ clerks copied out earlier abstracts almost verbatim so a ‘newly erected’ messuage (cottage)
could be a hundred years old at the date of the indenture!
We know that Samuel FISHER was still the owner (and possibly also the occupier) in 1784 as his name appears on a list for “money
payable being additional duty on houses, windows and lights.” The sum demanded was 1s 6d. At this time income tax was a
contentious issue as many felt that this was an invasion of privacy as it required people to disclose their wealth. Instead, taxes were
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raised by levying duty on a variety of things: candles, bricks, clocks and watches, even hats! The most visible property tax was the
window tax; to reduce the duty payable some people resorted to blocking up windows, some of which have never been unblocked to
this day.
In September 1784 Samuel FISHER made his last will and testament; this was subsequently proved in 1804 after his death, aged 59. In
his will he bequeathed his property to his wife, Ann FISHER, for life as long as she remained a widow. It stipulated that after her death
or marriage, whichever was the sooner, the property would then pass to the surviving of their six children in equal shares.

Ann never remarried and so Samuel’s heirs had to wait until 1837 to come into their inheritance. Ann was buried at St Margaret’s at
Cliffe on 15 August 1837; she was 89.
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Stephen Fisher, Purser RN
In 1827, Samuel and Ann’s son, Stephen, a purser in the Royal Navy, wrote his will,
however, he pre-deceased his mother, Ann, when he died on 19 Feb 1831 in Trincomalee,
Sri Lanka, on active service on HMS Southampton. At the time Trincomalee was an
extremely important British-held port in the Indian Ocean. HMS Southampton was
launched in 1820; she was a 60-gun third rate sailing frigate. In the early 1830s she made a
voyage to Singapore via India and Ceylon. Having sailed from Madras on 12 February
1831, Stephen died a week later at Trincomalee.
HMS Winchester (similar to HMS Southampton)

Under the terms of his father’s will, on the decease of his mother, the property was to be shared between the surviving siblings or their
heirs.
Arcadia was not the only property to be owned by the FISHERs however. In 1822 Stephen FISHER had bought Cliffe Place at auction in
The Hoop and Punchbowl in the village for £450. It may have been bought as an investment as in 1823 Cliffe Place was occupied by
John DAY.

Judith Fisher
In 1838, after the death of Ann FISHER in 1837, it was agreed that her spinster daughter, Judith, be allowed to buy out the other heirs
for the sum of £83 6s 8d. ; the heirs were her siblings Mary and Ann, her widowed sister-in-law Sarah, and her nephew Thomas
HANCOCK jnr.
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NB As Samuel pre-deceased his
brother, Stephen, and died without
issue, his share passed to Stephen and
his heirs; as Stephen had also died by
this time, his widow, Sarah, would
then inherit two shares in the
property.

The tithe map of about 1840 shows us that Judith was still the owner, and also occupier, of ‘Plot 361’ at this time. Tithe maps were
drawn up after an Act of Parliament in 1836 was passed for the commutation of tithes; the maps helped to calculate how much money
would be paid in taxes to the church rather than the previous system of tithes, a tenth of the produce of the land.
In 1850 Judith took out a mortgage of £60 from William BATCHELDER of Sandwich against the property at the annual interest rate of £5
‘per centum per annum’. She also agreed to take out fire insurance on the buildings as a condition of the loan. By the following year, if
not sooner, Judith was acting as housekeeper for her nephew, William Hay FISHER (a son of her brother Stephen and his wife, Sarah)
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who was in charge of (or maybe just a clerk?) at Potters Bar station
on the Great Northern Railway. William owned Cliffe Place at this
time although this too, had been mortgaged since 1846.
William married in 1851 and died in 1854 – it is not known if Judith
continued to live with him after his marriage but she died aged 69
and was buried at St Margaret’s in 1860. Under the terms of the
mortgage taken out with William BATCHELDER ten years earlier, in
default of payment of the principal and/or the interest, the property
reverted to the mortgagee, William BATCHELDER, to dispose of as he
wished.
Postcard ca. 1860 showing Arcadia at the far left.

William Batchelder
William BATCHELDER, a yeoman of Mill Place, Sandwich, continued to own
the property until his death in 1865 when it then passed to his widow,
Elizabeth.

Henry Curling, Selina and Eliza
In 1866 the property was sold to Henry CURLING for £80. CURLING already
had a number of interests in the village including Bockhill Farm so this was
probably just another investment. By August of that year it seems that
there was tenant named LAWRENCE in occupation.
Photograph of Arcadia (left) taken before about 1880
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In 1882 Henry CURLING gifted the property to his daughters, Selina and Eliza, “in consideration of the natural love and affection” he
held for them. By this time there appears to have been a change of tenant and someone by the name of WAUDS (sic) had moved in.
The CURLINGs invested in a number of properties in the village and Selina and Eliza grew up at Bockhill Farm and later moved into
Bockhill House which the family had built in Chapel Lane in 1905. The sisters remained spinsters: Selina died in 1931 and Eliza in 1932.

Walter Coppin, fancy warehouseman
In 1889 the sisters agreed to lease the cottage now known as ‘Amy Cottage’ to
Walter Shorey COPPIN for 7, 14, or 21 years at the rent of £12 per year. COPPIN’s
address was given as 180a High Street, Deal and his occupation as a ‘fancy
warehouseman’.
In 1881 COPPIN, his wife Caroline and their children, were living at 13 Water Street,
Deal, and his occupation is given as China and Glass Dealer. He was still living in
Deal but at 180b High Street in 1891 (and, at some point, according to a directory
for that year at Milford Villa, St Patrick’s Road) but by 1901 the family had moved
their business to Lancashire; Walter died in Manchester in 1936 at the age of 82.
The photo (right) shows the current premises of 180 High Street, Deal (the
numbering appears to have remained the same). This house is also known as Cullen
House which is interesting as Cullen’s ironmongery shop near Market Street was
destroyed in a fire in 1881 accompanied by explosions of gunpowder which also
damaged Mr COPPIN’s shop nearby; the two businessmen would have known one
another and COPPIN and his family may have been CULLEN’s tenants for a time.

180 High Street, Deal
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As part of the agreement with the CURLING sisters COPPIN had to maintain Amy Cottage in good order and, within the first year and at
his own expense, ‘construct a plate glass shopfront to such a portion of the premises…as may be required for the carrying on of his
business as a fancy warehouseman’.
This situation suggests that COPPIN may have been expanding his business by opening a branch in St Margaret’s.
In late 1889 COPPIN lodged the lease papers with Frederick William HARDMAN, a ‘gentleman’ of Deal. HARDMAN was, in fact, a
lawyer. This was because the papers were given as surety for a mortgage against the 21 year lease. It is clear from this that COPPIN was
also about to sub-let the lease he held from the CURLING sisters and in 1890 a store was opened by Joseph Beavis MADGE.

Joseph Beavis Madge

J B Madge, Selina and their son, Karl (ca. 1895)

In 1891 Joseph Beavis MADGE was described in the census as a draper,
ironmonger, and dealer in glass and china. This is the first time we hear of the
property named as the ‘Cliffe Arcade’. At this time MADGE was running his
business with two draper’s assistants, Agnes SPELLER aged 31, and Ernest A
HENNISETT aged 16.
MADGE was born in Pinhoe, Devon, in about 1861, the son of a farmer with a
sizeable amount of land and employing several men. By 1881 MADGE had
moved away from Devon and was working at 1 Grafton Street East, St
Pancras, London, as a draper’s assistant for Henry A SAUNDERS, a general
draper employing several people in his business.
In 1894 MADGE married Selina Kate MEYERS in at St Andrew’s, Enfield,
Middlesex. She was a daughter (the third of five children) of a newspaper
proprietor, publisher, printer and bookseller trading as Enfield Press. At the
time of his death her father’s address was Enfieldia, Townsend Road,
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Richmond, Surrey; his effects were valued at £7501 5s. The Enfield connection appears to have continued with the naming of a later
home of the MADGEs in Well Lane as Enefelde. Their son, Karl, was born in 1895 and was to be their only child.

Burglariously breaking and entering
In 1899 the local paper reported on a case at the County Magistrates’ Court. George EDDOWS, 38, surgeon, was charged with
“burglariously breaking into and entering the dwelling house of Joseph Beavis MADGE at the Post Office, St Margaret’s, and stealing
therefrom £2 10s in gold, £1 10s in silver, 14s. in bronze and a
quantity [£2 15s’ worth] of postage stamps”; a number of registered
letters had also been stolen. MADGE reported that the contents of
his child’s moneybox had also been stolen apart from two fourpenny
pieces and a French halfpenny! EDDOWS was apprehended at the
Temperance Hotel, Strond Street, Dover and was found to be in
possession of a quantity of coin and stamps as well as a fully-loaded
six-chambered revolver!
EDDOWS was found guilty and it transpired that he had a list of
convictions to his name and, at the time of the robbery, was out on
licence! He had already served twelve sentences!! For this crime he
was sentenced to four years penal servitude together with the
unexpired year of his last sentence.
From this we know that not only was MADGE running his draper’s
business but also running the Post Office.

The Cliffe Arcade ca. 1900. J B Madge (left); the woman and
child are probably Selina his wife and their son Karl
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The Jones family and the Central Fruit Stores
On the 10 December 1900 the remaining lease of Amy Cottage was bought up by Charles James JONES; the premises still belonged to
the CURLING sisters and the rent continued to be set at £12 per annum. As a condition of the lease JONES agreed not to carry on the
trade of fancy draper or stationer or in any goods similar to those of J B MADGE who, at this time, had moved across the road to his
new premises on the corner of Well Lane. Clearly, MADGE, ever the businessman, did not want any competition.
The 1901 census does not name Cliffe Arcade or Amy Cottage but the JONES family is listed, presumably at the premises. Unusually for
census returns, the enumerator has shown Charles JONES, aged 21, as the head of the family although his father, a labourer, was living
with him; also resident were his mother Maria, his sister Margaret (who was working as his
assistant), and his brother William, aged 12, who was working as his errand boy. Charles’ 19
year old cousin, Herbert STOKES was also living with the family and working as a domestic
gardener.
Late in 1906 Charles married Emmie (Emma) Alice HORNE at Beckenham; Emmie was the
daughter of a labourer who later became a carman for a corn merchant and a coal
merchant. Charles and Emmie had two children: Charles Edward JONES born in July 1907
and Ronald Thomas JONES born February 1911. In 1911 Emmie’s brother, Herbert HORNE,
was also living at the stores and working for them.
After 20 years of renting the premises, Charles and Emmie finally purchased the ‘messuage
and shop’ from Selina and Eliza CURLING for £400. However, to do so, they needed to take
out a mortgage of £200 from a solicitor, Ernest Edward PAIN at the interest rate of ‘£6 per
centum per annum’.
Advertisement from in the 1907 Visitors’ Guide to St Margaret’s
14 | P a g e

The business remained in the JONES family until 1970 when it was sold to the FARRELLs of Shepherds Bush. The premises have since
changed hands and, in the mid-1990s, ceased trading and reverted to a private residence

View (centre of image) from church tower (undated)

View (right of photograph) from church steps c. 1920s
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L-R 1972, 1996 (before demolition of shop front), 1998 (during re-conversion to residential use)

Research and narrative by Carol Partridge
St Margaret’s History Society ©2019
Using a wide range of documents and other resources, every attempt has been made to produce an accurate history of Arcadia and its owners and tenants. I should also
like to thank Peter Burvill and Ruth Nicol for their invaluable contributions to this history. However, the conclusions drawn are my own and it is almost inevitable that
subsequent or additional discoveries may change the ‘story’ somewhat. Should such information come to hand, please do not hesitate to contact me at the Society so that
we may set the record straight.
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